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I. Basis of the report 
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2, The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 
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the description, pages 

i I die claims, Nos. 



I 1 the drawings, sheets/fig 



[ I This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered 
1 — 1 to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or Industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 


.1 . Statement 






Novelty (N) 


Claims 


1-24 YES 




Claims 


NO 


Inventive step (IS) 


Claims 


1~24 YES 




Claims 


NO 


Industrial applicability (I A) 


Claims 


1-24 YES 




Claims 


NO 



Citations and explanations 

Reference is made to the following document: 

Dl: GB-A-2 149 605 (MARCONI AVIONICS) 12 June 1985 
(1985-06-12) 

1. Document Dl is considered the prior art closest to 
the subject matter of claim 1 and discloses (the 
references between parentheses refer to that 
document} : 

a method for the FPN correction of image signals 
(see page 2, line 56 to page 6, line 43; and 
figures 2A, 2B, 4 and 5) generated by image cells of 
an image sensor, said method comprising the 
following steps: 

a) determining in which of at least two value 
ranges the image signal value lies at a 
predetermined moment in time; and 

b; determining a corrected value for the image 
signal in accordance with the result from 
s~ep a) , 
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BEST AVAV 



" . TlZ^ct-d value accoramg - 

th- determining of tne correct 

. ■„„ .he following steps: 
step b) comprising aie to 

rrection coefficients from several 
bi) selecting correction accordi ng to the 

sets of correction coefficients 
re;3 ult of step a) ; and ^ ^ 

M > calculating the corrected 
^BLE COP^ signal us ing the selected correction 
coefficients; and 

• coefficients transforming the image 
i-h<= correction coetacieiiLs 

chara c«ris t i= curve, as p« the preamble <* 
claim 1. 



2 . 



The subject matter of claim 1 differs from the 
me thcd known from Dl in that the determined 
approximation characteristic curve for at least one 
value range is a segment of a parabola. 

The subject matter of claim 1 thus meets the 
requirements of PCT Article 33(2) . 

The above additional feature in claim 1 makes it 

possible to improve the quality of the FPN 

correction in relation to known methods, which use 

cniy rectilinear sections, since the use of an 

approximation characteristic curve that at least m 

sections is in the shape of a parabola allows better 

, ma ^rr to the cotimutn characteristic curve m 
anturcximat-icn i_o ti-<= uj.- 

ssr -== a"d with a reduced outlay, 
the matnematicai s=nsv. «— <- 



^ry*e s'^lc"^ ec~ mac 



u er C f clai<n I thus meets t: 



"5 : 
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International application No. 
PCT/EP 02/03356 



Since the subject matter of claim 17 concerns a 
device corresponding to the method in claim 1 and 
comprises features equivalent to the method steps in 
claim 1, this claim also meets the requirements of 
PCT Article 33(2) and (3) for corresponding reasons. 

Dependent claims 2 to 15 and 18 to 24 add further 
details to the subject matter of independent 
claims 1 and 17 and therefore also meet the 
requirements of PCT Article 33 (2) and (3) . 

Contrary to PCT Rule 5.1(a) (ii) , the description 
does not cite document Dl or indicate the relevant 
prior art disclosed therein. 

Contrary to PCT Rule 5.1(a) (iii) , the description is 
inconsistent with the claims. 



Witte , Weller & Partner 

Fatentanwaiie 

2 2. Qki, 2004 
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